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Lanthanoid-doped fluoride glasses are intense near-IR (NIR)
emission sources because of the low-energy phonon charac-
teristics of fluoride lattices.[1–5] These materials are partic-
ularly useful in optical applications,[6–12] because fluorides are
absolutely air-stable. Unfortunately, the extreme insolubility
of lanthanoid ions in the presence of fluoride sources[13–15] has
always presented a barrier to developing alternative synthetic
approaches to LnFx materials, particularly in media that
would preclude the incorporation of NIR-emission-quench-
ing OH groups. Herein we demonstrate that by using
unconventional chalcogen-based ligands we can dramatically
alter the solubility characteristics of lanthanoid cations in the
presence of fluoride anions. We describe the synthesis,
structural characterization, and exceptional NIR emission
properties of the largest known lanthanoid cluster.

Exposure of in situ prepared Ln(SePh)3 to fluoride
sources does not result in the immediate precipitation of
solid LnF3. Metathesis reactions of Ln(SePh)3 with HgF2, CsF,
or Me4NF have yet to deliver crystalline products, but
reactions of Ln(SePh)3 with NH4F in pyridine with subse-
quent filtration and saturation of the solution (either by
layering with hexane or slow cooling) result in the crystal-
lization, in 5–20% yields, of nanoscale lanthanoid fluoride
clusters that were shown, by low-temperature single crystal X-
ray diffraction,[16] to be [(py)24Ln28F68(SePh)16] (Ln=Pr 1, Nd
2 ; py= pyridine; Equation (1)). An ORTEP diagram of the

LnðSePhÞ3þ2NH4F!
½ðpyÞ24Ln28F68ðSePhÞ16� þNH4SePhþ ??

ð1Þ

molecular structure of 1 and 2 is shown in Figure 1, with
significant bond distances for 1 and 2 given in the caption;
complete structural information is given as Supporting

Information. Clusters 1 and 2 contain a central set of four
12-coordinate Ln ions encapsulated by six triply bridging and
six tetrahedral fluoride ions, which coordinate to the next
layer of 24 lanthanoid ions that are then further connected
through additional m2, m3, and m4 fluorides, with the surface of
the cluster capped by pyridine and selenolates. While the
internal Ln coordination numbers are 12, the surface ions are
either 8- or 9-coordinate.

The surprising solubility of these LnF3-containing materi-
als can be attributed to the relative instability of the
selenolate starting materials. Chalcogenolate instability has
been used to rationalize the apparent stability of SePh-
encapsulated lanthanoid oxo cluster compounds,[17] but in that
system Ln2O3 starting materials did not appear to react with
Ln(SePh)3, and so thermodynamic stability of the clusters
remained unproven. In the present system, suspended LnF3

reacts with a solution of Ln(SePh)3, but a crystalline product
of this reaction has not yet been obtained. Still, the
observation of a reaction is additional evidence that seleno-
late-encapsulated fluoride clusters are thermodynamically
stable with respect to precipitation of LnF3. Presumably the
total energy of the system is lowered when the selenolate
ligands are distributed over a number of LnIII ions.

The potential utility of these clusters as signal amplifica-
tion sources in organic optical fibers mandates an evaluation
of their emission properties. The absorption spectrum of 2,
given in the Supporting Information, is similar to Nd3+

Figure 1. Picture of the fluoride cluster [(py)24Ln28F68(SePh)16] (Ln=Pr
(1 at 200 K), Nd (2 at 298 K)) with the C and H atoms removed for
clarity. Ranges of Ln bond lengths (for 1/2 in 3) are: Ln-F 2.26–2.80/
2.26–2.88, Ln-Se 3.15–3.18/3.13–3.17, and Ln-N 2.59–2.72/2.57–2.71.
Detailed bond geometries for 1 and 2 are given in the Supporting
Information.

[*] M. Romanelli, Dr. T. J. Emge, Prof. J. G. Brennan
Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
610 Taylor Road, Piscataway NJ 08854-8087 (USA)
Fax: (+1)732-445-5312
E-mail: bren@ccbmail.rutgers.edu
Homepage: http://chem.rutgers.edu/content_dynamic/faculty/

john_brennan.shtml

Dr. G. A. Kumar, Prof. R. E. Riman
Department of Materials Science and Engineering
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
607 Taylor Road, Piscataway, NJ 08854-8065 (USA)

[**] We would like to acknowledge the support of NSF (CHE-0747165),
New Jersey State Commission on Science and Technology and USR
Optonix for their generous support.

Supporting information for this article is available on the WWW
under http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.200801530.

Angewandte
Chemie

6049Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2008, 47, 6049 –6051 	 2008 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim



spectral transitions of typical solid-state materials with
comparable absorption coefficients.[18–21] The emission spec-
trum, obtained by exciting the metastable level 4F3/2 with 800-
nm light, is shown in Figure 2. Two well-resolved emission

bands are observed at 1076 and 1335 nm, corresponding to the
4F3/2!4I11/2 and

4F3/2!4I13/2 transitions, respectively. To mea-
sure the quantum efficiency of the 4F3/2!4I11/2 transition, the
fluorescence decay time (tfl) was extracted from the measured
decay curve shown in the Supporting Information. The decay
curve was fitted with the Monte Carlo model[22] to yield a
decay time of 303 ms for the 1076-nm emission. The fitting
takes into account all of the cooperative energy-transfer
processes between Nd atoms located in the various crystallo-
graphic sites. The experimental decay time, together with the
calculated radiative decay time,[23,24] results in a calculated
quantum efficiency of 41% for 2. This compares with nearly
100% quantum efficiency for Nd-doped fluoride lattices[1–5]

and is significantly greater than our previously reported
molecular Nd sources, that is, 16% in [(thf)8Nd8O2Se2-
(SePh)14],

[25] 12%in [(py)18Nd12O6Se4(SePh)4(SeSePh)4Hg-
(SePh)2]

2+[17] , 9% in [(dme)2Nd(SC6F5)3] (dme= 1,2-dime-
thoxyethane),[26] or less than 4% in non-chalcogen-based
coordination complexes.[27–33]

There are both distinct similarities and differences
between cluster 2 and solid-state NdF3. The structures are
vastly different, with the ten-coordinate Nd[34] in NdF3 clearly
different from the coordination environments for Nd(1)
(CN= 12), Nd(2, 4, 5) (CN= 9), or Nd(3) (CN= 8), although
in 2 and in NdF3 there are both pyramidal and tetrahedral
fluoride geometries. Still, these materials clearly have solid-
state characteristics. In particular, neither 2 nor NdF3 emits at
1.8 mm, and yet emission at 1.3 mm is strong—the 41%
quantum efficiency noted for 2 is the highest reported value
for a structurally characterized Nd coordination complex.
This efficiency is lower than that found in Nd-doped fluoride
lattices, presumably owing to both concentration quench-
ing[35] and the proximity of vibronically quenching C�H-
containing ligands.[31,36,37]

With SePh capping ligands, Ln ions form thermodynami-
cally stable clusters with fluoride ions to give highly emissive

materials. The compounds described herein are the largest
lanthanoid cluster compounds reported to date,[38] and the Nd
derivative displays the highest quantum efficiency ever
recorded for NIR emission from a crystalline Nd coordination
complex. The clear demonstration that Ln–selenolate insta-
bility can be used to isolate previously inaccessible cluster
compounds also implies the utility of this reactivity with other
highly electronegative ligands.
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